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God, and are greatly favoured by God, to be miſcglieg. Jeruſalem, which Fa he City of 


| 4 £4ed the Rebellious 
dition. .And Feſus Chriſt was charged with Blaſphemy, Mat. 26. 56. "3 cxlled a Decti' 
yer, Mat27. 63. And the Apoſtle Paul was called,a Peſtilent Fellow, a Mover,ot Kgition.* 


adi Ring-leattertdf the Sect of che Nazareens, Acts 24; 5, ayd 15 way of Worſhip was 
called Hereſie,verſe 14. And no marvel if at be fo anztheſe our. daysr- But now it thill be Re- 
phedby ſome, that the Proteſtant, Diſſenters are zn 4 Conſpiracy and, Bloody Plot again the 
Kings Per fon and-Gavernment..''';\ || oats. pacmighgth 
Unto which ler this: anſwer be Ganſidered* , 1 to OS, 

That although-ſomeparticular pet ſons that have been counted Duſſenters, may be [o wichPa- 
ly cance rxed, yet that us no proof that this 3s the Diſſenters Plot, no more then, ( becauſe ſome 
of tht Church of England, may be proved to have been jn ſuch a Conſpiracy ) it can be called 
Church of-England's Plot z -wbich ro affirm would be very wicked and abominable ; for 
irwod reuder the Churgh- Proteſtants no better than TIraytors. © OO nn mn" 
However, if tiher any of the Diffenters, or of thi Church-ratn,fhigld be ſorinickeftas to be 
rely gyilty, let them ſuffer the Juſtice of the Law, that others may bear, and fear , and do 
79 = ſo wickedly, But God forbid that a whole Partyof any ſort of people ſhoulA rged 
#iththe wickgdneſs.of ſome if the ſame Party: Simeon 4nd Leyiwere guilty of 'u Bar 18d and 
Bludy F att, #} cutting off Hamor'and Shechem\which was the Prince ofthat Lgnd,..aud bis 
Sm, and wo ec the Inhabitants of that City where they Ruled, becauſe: 4hgt Shea, 
ciem.the Son of | antor, had defiled Jacobs Daughter. See the whole Story un Gen \g/q, Rut 
i foul be a very unrighteous thing to charge good old Jacob with this Bloody Crimey\ becanfe. 
he 74s therr Father 4, or to charge the reſt of his Sons, -becauſe'thty were Simeon: ai\Levi's 
Brethren, It is enough, that they who be really guilty of any Crimes," be' charged with, them, 
adve Proſechted ſo as to ſuffer july for them. ' + IIEED ilk b..0 
"And rl es this, it muſt be conſidered that ſuch as have been innocent perſons haveiten Ac 
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eaſed of high Ctimes, and have ſuffered death ; as for inft ance, Naboth was accaſed thathe 

hadBlaſphemed God and the King, 4nd was ſtored ro death for it ; when indeed jt. was. 

Pet invented by Jezebel, and managed by the Elders of the City where'N en, ors See 
ANI Fo 16s It. I Ws 0+ 37.3 + 2D 3} 2 

, Ana 


' thus we find it concerning our Bleſſed Saviour, he was Aecuſedthat he ſaid) hewould 
({elttby the Temple, wkich was made with hands, and: within three days build another, 
Without hands,, ark 14. 58. Now Chriſt had ſpoke of Deſtroying and Rasſing of ui \T emple 
Ho inthree days, ſee John 2. v. 19: Jeſts anſweredand faid unto them/3 Deſtray:thisTeni- 
7 ple; and in three days I will raiſe it up, v. 21. But he ſpoke of the Temple&f his Body. 
BY Þ Thus we have two famons Inſtances of falſe Accuſations converningarordsy *Nabdth was 
\ | WW Acciiſed of words that be never ſpoke , Chriſt was Accuſed of ſome mords he:lind ſpoke, 
| | (Wf#the Accnſation was net juſt'a3 the words were ſpoken : for though he ſpokg-of AT emple, 
und deſtroying of it, and raiſing of it, he did not ſay the Temple-that was made with hands, 
rither did he ſay that be himſelf would deſtroy any Temple, bat he: ſpoke xo Jews, who 
hekpew would deſtroy his Body, and ſaid to them; Deſtroy this Temple, and as for” Raj ſoug 
of it #p, that he ſaid ſhould be his own work, AndIwill Raiſe it up in three days. Butt he 
7s Proſecuted for ſaying he would deſtroy the Texiple of Solomon, and build it in three days, 
Wherrit was 10 ſuch thing. And in our Engliſh Chronicle, it is floired of 4 good Hoiuſe- 
: keeper 


Thou art Heir to the Crown, meaning bis hou/e, which wat the ſign of the Crown 11 
fide. But che Honeſt Citizen was Accuſed of Treaſon, and ſoffer 

See Bakers Chron. 

32 particular ;, and whoſoever can be proved really guilty there 
thery Crimes, 


Soul, abhor all atts. of violence to the meaneit of t 


before Almighty Ged, that 1 do with my 


that God who will make inquiſition for Blood. 


maybe greatly oppreſſe 
theſe F bowing Rules, 
1. To be {ubje to the Higher Powers, Rom. 13. 2- 


3- Tobepaticnt in Tribulation, Roz. 12. 12. 
T 4- To Recompence to no man Evil for Evil, Rom. 12. 17. 
5: To Pray forthem that Perſecute them and deſpitefully uſe them, Mar. 5. 44. 


7. Not to be overcome of Evil, but to overcome Evil with Good, Rows. 12. 21. 


at, —l— 


ar, ( inthe Reign of Kiriz Edward the Fourth) that told by Son, who was 4 Chila, Lorie, 
pr 


ed Death as @4 Trayoxr. 
However, it muſt be confeit that Frayterons Deſigns have been too ma. 


ny times managed againſt the Kings of ſeveral Kingdoms, and ed, pas of England 
» ought to ſuſſer according tg 


But as for my own part, who do profeſs my ſelf « Proteſtant Diſſenter, 1. do ſolemnly profeſ 
Kings Subjetts; and do deem it ten thouſand times worſe to offer any violence to the Per- 
ſon of the Kings Majeſty: 1. Becanſe of the Greatneſs of hs Perſon, be being by the Provi. 
dence of God the Head of the Nation : 2. Becauſe the ſhedding of his Blood, and taking a. 
way of bis Life, 15 the ready way to make the Kingdom ſwym n Blood, by reaſon of theſe Dj- 
ftrattions that wonld attend ſuck a bloody attion. Beſides the greatneſs of the Sin inthe ſight of 
And therefore though per ſons of contrary minds to the Government in matters of Religion, 

1 becauſe of Laws made againſt them, yet it is thery duty to walk by 


2. To Render to all their Dues, viz. Tribute, Cuſtom, Fear and Honour, Row 13, 7 


6. 1f it be poſſible as much as in them lieth,to live peaceably with all men, Kom.1 2.14, 


JAMES JONES 
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A Table of the Principal Things contained in this Book, 


E age 
4- A Diſcourſe upon the Statute of 1 Eli. 2, concerning rhe Penalty of T; ils-paies f 
not coming to ſome Church orChaypel to hear Common- Prayer everySunday and Holy-day, P44 
5- A Diſcourſe upon the Statute of 23.Eliz:; concerning the Penalty of Twenty Poxnas 4 
Month, for nor Repairing to ſome Church or Chappel, or uſual Place of Common- Prayer, p4. 
6. A Diſcourſe upon the Statute of 29, Eliz. and the third of King James, concerning th 


ſme Offence. ; e7., 
' 7. A Difcour ſe of the Statute of the 35th of Queen Elizabeth, commonly cab She h 
joration Al | page 9, 16.1 

8. 4 Diſcourſe up»n the Oath of Allegiance, Page 12, 13 


9. The Oath of Allegiance it ſelf, and King James his Expoſition of it. e 14, If. 
10. The Oath of Supremacy, and Queen Elizaberhs how of C and Fay Po. 
liament Confirming the ſaid Queens Expoſition, Page 15, 16 
11. The Statute of 17. Car. 2. chap. 2. conſidered, Intitaled, An Adt for Reſtraining 
Nonconformiſts from Inhabiting Corporations, commonly called the Five-Mite At, 
| | age 16, 1 
12. Confiderations upon the $ tarmte of 22, Car. 2: chap; t. Jntituled, Anat - ork 
Seditious Convyenticles, &c: Page 17, 18, 19. 
13, An Acoount of the Froceedings of the Eccleſiaſtical Courts, for not coming ro Church 


and Receiving the Sacrament, Page 1g. 29, 
14- The ſeveral ways of obtaining Abſolution from the Sentence of Excommunication.Ibid,, 
15. Reaſons why Proteftant Di Aonrers cannot Conform, Ibid, 
16. The Concluſ5on. | Ibid. 


eme——_— 


-- — 


— CE 


Noncott- 


Lb. F Government in General, Pape 1, 

2. F the Government of England s» particular, Page 2: 

3. An Anſwer to thoſe that objet# againſt the Proteſtant Diſſenterr, becauſe of Venner 
Inſurrettion, 
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NONCONFORMITY 
Not Jnconſiſtent 


LOYALTY 


Proteſtant-Diſſenters no Seditions or Diſloyal Series. 
Evidenc'd in 


| A Sober Diſcourſe upon all thoſe Statutes by 
| which the Proteſtant-Diflenters are Proſe- 
cuted at this Day. 


' Overnment in Nations and Kingdoms is the Glory of this 
World, for thereby things of all ſorts, and Perſons of all 
Degrees,are Regularly managed and diſpoſed of; and though 
ſome Governments are far better then others, yet that Go- 
vernment that is not ſo good as it ought to be, is far better 
then no Government at all ; for without Government there is 
$ nothing bnt dreadful Confuſion, each party ſtriving to have 
his own Luſt a Law for others ; Therefore it is far better 
for Common Good to be under a Government by ſetled 
Laws, though in ſome things bad, then to be under the Will and Pleaſure of any parti- 
cular Perſon, or any Number of Perſons, whoſe Proceedings may be according to that 
Power and Might in a way of force, as they are able toExerciſe over each other; and ſo, 
as there may be an Uncertainty of Commanding, there muſt needs be an Uncertainty of 
Obeying, and ſo an Uncertainty of any Safety. ; 


IT. The Government of Nations doth very much differ from each other in the parti- 
cular forms thereof, ſome being governed by Kings, and ſome by States, and ſome by 
otherGovyernours; but tho there is aDifference in forms of Government,and in theTitles 
of Governours, yet they all agree in the Subſtantials of Government,v:z. To maintain a 
Publick Peace amongſt themſelves, and to be ſo United unto each other, as to defend 
themſelves againſt Forreign Foes, and to puniſh ſuch as are Offenders, in offering any 
kind of Violence to the Perſons, or Power of their Governours, or to the Perſons,Privi- 
ledges and Properties of each other. And in theſe and ſuch like things, thoſe that differ 

in matters of Religion, from what may be the Eſtabliſked Worſhip of the Countrey 
where they are Inhabitants,yet they ought to behave themſelyes in al peaceable manner 

* with SubjeCtion to thoſe that are in Authority ; = the People of God in the Primi- 
uve 
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(2) 


tive Times, though in Religious matters they diffter?d from thoſe Countreys where they 
were Inhabicants,yer they were taught by the Doctrine of the Apoltles to maintain the, IM pea 


Welfare and Grandure of the Government. See Rom. 13. 7. Render therefore to all they | der! 
Dues, Trivnte to whom Tribute is due, Cuſtom to whom Cyſtom, Fear to whom Fear, Hon ſo tl 
to whom Honour :, And alſo to lead a quiet and peaceable Life in all Coalincſs, and Horeſ'y - com 
wmader Authority ; ſee 1 Tim. 2. 2. mg 

Hon 


IT. And it may be truly ſaid that England is moſt happy in its Government , 25 it MWyarc 
conſiſteth ofKing, Lords and Commons, by whom Laws are made for the whole King. diſpl 
dom ; And the Law-makers are alſo under the Power of the Laws they make. And this WW Subj; 
Is molt excellent, that each Party of the Law-makers, coniidercd as King, Lords and i 
Commons, cannot impoſe any thing as a Law upon theSubjefts in General, nor upon MW 1x 
cach other,without a mutual Conſent, viz, The King cannot impoſe a Law upon the W thel 
Peers ; The Peers cannot impoſe a Law upon the King ; The King and Peers cannot W begr 
impoſe a Law upon the Commons ; The Commons cannot impoſe a Law upon the King WW or to 
and Peers ; but King Peers and Commons by a joint Conſeat do make Laws. | doth « 

: ſcienc 

IV. And each Party who have matters one againſt another, cannot Determine or Ifſuz Wl jves 
their Caſe 2ccording to their own Minds and Wills, and at their own Pleaſures,. but the MW 
Determination of all matters muſt be in a Legal Way, being tryed before the Honour- WW x. 
able Judges of the Realm,who are Required by Law that they ſhall not deny nor delay WW ofen 
Juſtice; & the whole Iſſne of matters inControverly mult be determined by aJury of the WP whett 
Neighbourhood, viz. Twelve men of Honeſty and Wiſdom, that ſo the Kings Subject this R 


may receive no Wrong by Knaves or Fools; and in ſome great Criminal Caſes, the Pri. all for 
foner or Accuſed Party is allowed by Law to except againſt a great Number of the Per- WW met 
ſons, who are Summoned to be of his Jury, without ſhewing any Reaſon, but only he. and H 


cauſe he doth not like them; and may after that Number is Expired, except againſt many are re: 
Others upon ſuch Reaſons as the Court can juſtly approve of. So tender 1s the Law of both vi 
mens Lives,that good Proviſion is made for the Right Adminiſtration of Juſtice; that genera 
the Innocent may be acquitted, and none but the Guilty may be puniſhed ; unleſs the Proſec 
King extend Mercy in Pardonable Caſes, in hope of the Offenders Amendment, who d« 


But 
_ V, And this further muſt be conſidered, that one part of the Law-makers are the WW niſtur 
Houſe of Commons, who are Choſen by the People, and have power to prepare Bill made t 
for the Conſent of the Houſe of Lords, and alſo to Accept or Reje-t Bills from the tJat' 
Houſe of Lords, before they are Preſented to his Majeſty for his Royal Aſſent; and - lowing 
therefore if any Laws be made that are not for the peoples profit, the Electors of ſuch L 
Members of Parliament muſt Reflect npon themſelves for making ſuch a Choice, and out the 
look better to their Choice for the time to come. ». 
Spir 
VI. And ſometimes His Majeſties Leige People mayReceive and SuſtainDamages and of Olin 
\Wrongs, not becauſe the Laws are bad, but becauſe 1t Is badly managed by ſuch as do 2. T 
not well underſtand the Laws; or elſe becauſe they may have ſome Antipathy in their men ag 
minds againſt thoſe that are Proſecuted; and ſo, that they may Accompliſh their own a. 7 
wills againſt ſome particular perſons, do ſometimes yenture to ſwerve from the tre for that 
meaning of the Law. F not = 
F 
VII. And for the good of the King and Kingdom, the Wiſdom of the Nation Aſen- i forthe 
bled in Partiament doth ſometimes upon mature conſideration prepare Bills for Adts of W name; 
Parliament, in which ſome former Laws are Confirmed and Explained, and ſome Laws MW fome Q 
are Repealed, and ſome New Laws are made. deem t] 


f. For 
VIII. Now therefore that Juſtice may be Rightly Adminiſtred unto all the Kings WW be de; 
Subjects, it doth highly concernall Mayors of Cities and of other Corporations, as ” * Yeaacc 


0 


TY 
© all Juſtices of the Peace in the ſeveral Counties of this Realm,together with all other- 
Poace- Officers concerned in the Executing of the Laws , To make ſure of a Right Un- 
| erſtanding of their ſeveral Offices according to Law, that as they may not come ſhorr, 
| © they may not go beyond that power the Law hath committed unto them, and ſo be- 
vrcfly - @ come ncedleſs Proſecuters and Troublers of the Kings Subjects to their "hurt and dam- 

mage3 though after grear Charge and Expence, ſuch-may be Releived by the Kings 
Honourable Judges, and it may be thoſe that were their Troublers may pay for it after- 
wards to their Coſt and ſhame, when Juſtice ſhineth in the Kings Courts of Juſtice, being 
diſplayed impartially berween the King and his Subjects, and alſo between Subject and 


| Subject. 


IX. Inthe Right Adminiſtration of Jultice, it doth highly concern the Executors of 
| the Laws, to confider the Nature of the Offences puniſhable by the Law, whether they 

| he great or ſmall, whether they be ſuch as are any way a hurt to the perſon of the King, 
or to the Publick Peace of the Kingdom, or whether they be ſuch things as tho? the Law 
doth countOffences yet in themſelves are not maters at all Criminal,v:z. matters of Con- 
ſcience, by reaſon of mens Differing Opinions in matters of Religion, which in them- 
| elves are no way hurtful to any mans Perſon, Name or Eſtate, 


| X.It is alſo to be ſoberly conſidered, what kind of perſons the Deemed and Reputed 
| Offenders are, whether they do at all own and adhere to any Forreign Jurisdition, or 
whether they do own and approve of the Kings Majeſty as the Supream Governour of 


jects this Realm) and all other his Dominions and Countries, in oppoſition to the Pope. and 

Pri- WF 21! forcign Jurisdition ; who though they may in ſome things of Religion differ from 
Per- WW fome matters of Worſkip as Eſtabliſhed by Law, are yet known to be ſuch as fear God 
' be. and Honour the King, and profeſs, practice, and promote the Proteſtant Religion, and 


1any areready to aſſiſt and maintain the Government in the Peace and Tranquility of it , 
v of both with Perſon and Purſe, as hath been demonſtrated by the Proteſtant Diſſenters in 
general; and that in a time and times of great Diſtreſs; when they have been ſeverely 
the proſecuted in City and Country, to the very great dammage of many good Families, 


who deſire to live and dye his Majeſties Peaceable Subject. 
But it may be ſome will object and ſay, That theDiſſenters have been Troublers and 


Diſturbers of the Government, and ſo call to Remembrance the Inſurrefion that was 
made by Verner and his Party in the City of London. | | 

Unto which a ſatisfa@tory anſwer may be returned, and therefore pray let theſe fol- 
lowing things be conſidered in the behalf of the generality of the Proteſtant Diſſenters. 

1, That the InſurreCtion of Yerners Party was condemned by the Diſſenters through- 
out the Kingdom » as an ACt of great violence and wickedneſs. 

2. That Conſpiracy was but by a few, viz: 29. who were known to be men of fie- 
ry Spirits and ſwimming Brains, and would fain have been at the ſame work in the time 
of Oliver Cromwell, if he had not very timely prevented it- 

3. Though they were Diſſenters, yet it is well known, that they were fierce-ſpirited 
men againſt all other Diſlenters that were not of their deſperate minds, 

4. The Law hath taken hold of them, and their perſons have been puniſhed ſeverely 
for that deſperate praCtice, and the Diſſenters in general throughout this Realm were 


# not concerned in that Buſineſs. ; 
5; It is not at all fair,that any Party of men ſhould be charged with, and condemned 


{ forthe fooliſhraſh Proceedings of ſome that may be called by the ſame diſtinguiſhing 

{ name; for ſuppoſe ſome Presbyterians, ſome Independants, ſome Anabaptiſts, and 

's W ſome Quakers, ſhould Conſpire againſt the Government, 1t will not be fair dealing to 
deem that all of thoſe names are all alike in ſuch bad things. 

{ Forby this Rule, all French-men, Scotch-men, Iriſh-men, and other Countries muſt 

's WU be deemed Enemies ta the Government, becauſe ſome have been proved to be ſoz 


- & yeaaccording to the afareſaid Rule, all ſorts of Tradeſmen , Gentlemen, Clergy- 
| men 


(43 


men;Knights,Lords,Earls,Dukes;though good Members of the Church otEZnglazd, yp 
be cenſured and feared to beTraytors, becauſe ſome of ſuch degrees and qualities hy, 
deen provedto-be ſuchCriminals;bur as this is far fromChriſtianity,1o ir 15 very far fry, 
good humanity : It is enough that thole and only thoſe who are the Criminals be punit. 
ed according to theirCrimes, and as for all others who are not concerned in fuchCrimg 
tho they be under the ſame DenominationReſpecting Degrees in the World,or in mg; 
ters of Religion yet they ought to beeſteemed and favoured as Loyal Su bjects to the 
King, although there may be ſome matters of Religion that the Law doth accoy;; 
Offences. ES : 

XI. That Juſtice may be Rightly Adminiſtred, and Oppreſſion may beavoided, th, 
natnre and weight. of the puniſhments inflicted by Law, ought to be well cOnlidered 
and compared with theOffences,eſpecially if there be ſeveral ways of puniſhment for One 
and the ſameOffence;and if theExecutors of theLaw; be lefrat liberty to take which yy 
they pleaſe,of the greater or ſmaller puniſhments: For as much as it ſayoreth too much 
Severity, if not Cruelty, for ſuch as profeſs Chriſtianity, to proceed violently one 2gainſ 
2nother, when they may be more gentle and friendly to each other , eſpecially jy 
matters cf Conſcience , bur it is to be lamented, that too many perſons, partly for war 
of Underſtanding in the Law, and partly by reaſon of violent ſpirits, inſtead of bejn 
Legal and Merciful Proſecutors,are dreadfulOppreſſors &Perſecutors of ſuch as are the 
Fellow Proteſtants. ST 

XI. Now for as much as the poor Proteſtant Diſſenters are Proſccuted,and ſo tr 
diſtreſſed by divers Laws that are put in Execution againſt them 3 let thoſe Laws h; 
ſoberly conſidered, together with the perſons and things for which they are Proſecuted, 
that ſo neither theLaws nor theKingsSubjects may be abuſed by reaſon of the inconſide. 
rate Proceedings of thoſe that haye not ſuch a good Underſtanding of the Laws as they 
ought to have, for the well mavaging of thatOffice orAuthority they have arrived unt, 
And beſides ſuch ignorance in the Law, men in Authority are 4ometimes attended with 
ſuch diſpleaſure of mind, as may be called i-will, agatſt ſome perſons that they may 
be concerned with, in the exerciſe of ſuch Authority ; and ſo are apt to go beyond the 
Law, and beyond the Right Execution of that Authority that the King and the Lay 
hath inveſted them with, 


And therefore a particular Account of thoſe Statutes by which the Proteſtant Diſſen- 
ters are Proſecuted to their great dammage, for ſuch things as they do hambly conclude 
to be the matters of their God, with ſome ſober Conſiderations upon the {aid Lays, 
take as followerh. 


The Proteſtant Diſſenters are in ſome places Proſecuted by the, Statute Anno priz, 
Regine Elizabcthe Chapter 2. paragraph 14. where it is Ordained , That all and evey 
Per ſon and Perſons inhabiting within this Realm or any other the Queens Dominions ſhall Re- 
fort to their Pariſh Church or Chappel, or to ſome uſual place where Common- Prayer and ſich 
Service of God ſhall be uſed upon every Sunday and other days, ordained and uſed to be bit 
as Holy-days, and then and there to abide orderly and ſoberly, during the time of the Con 
mon-Prayer, Preaching or other Service of God, there to be aſed and miniſtred, upon pain of 
prniſhment by the Cenſures of the Church, and alſo upon pain that every perſon ſo offending, 
ſhall forfeit for every ſuch Offence Twelve-pence, tobe Lewvied by the Church-Wardens of the 
Farifh waere ſuch Offence ſhall be done, to the uſe of the Poor of the ſame Pariſh, of the Goods 
© Lands and Tenements of ſuch Offendor, by way of Dittreſs. And in Paragraph 20. It is 
Enacted, That no per ſon or perſons ſhall be Impeached or otherwiſe Moletted for any of the 
Offences in the ſaid AF, unleſs he or they ſo offending, be thereof Indifted at the next Ge- 
neral Seſſions to be holden before any ſuch Fuſtices of Oyer and Terminer, or Fuſtzces 
of Aſſize next after any Offence committed or done coxtrary totuc Tenor of this Att, 


- Now for the better underſtanding of the aforeſaid Act, let the whole of it be peruſed 
as: It ISiu the Statute- Book, however a brief account you ſhall haye as followcth: 


[.4 
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|. A Confirmation of the Book of Common-prayer, and Adminiſtration of the $4» 

craments, as it was in the fifth and fixth years of Eaward the ſixth, ſee Paragraph 
J5 24 3+ bs . 

Il. That if any Parſon, Vicar, or Miniſter, ſhall Refuſe to uſe the ſaid Book of Common- 
Prayer, er to Atzniſter the Sacraments 11 ſuch Order and Form as 1s mentioned in the ſaid 
Book, in any Cathedral or Pariſh-Church, or other places ; or that ſhall uſe any other Form 
or Order of Celebrating the Sacraments, or that ſhall uſe any Mattens or Even Songs, or other 
publick Prayers then 1s mentioned in the ſaid Book, or that ſhall Preach, Declare or Speak. 
any thing in the Derog ation or Depraving of the ſaid Book, or any part thereof ;, And ſhall be 
Lawfully Convith thereof by the Verditt of Twelve men, ſhall for his firſt Offence forfeir all 
his Spiritual Benefices or Prometions, for one whole year next after his Convittion, and fhalt 
ſuffer Impriſonment for the Space of ſix Months ;, and for ſuch Offence, a ſecond time being 
Convitt , ſhall ſuffer Impriſonment a whole year ; and ſhall be Deprived * Fatto, of all bis 
Spiritual Promotions : and for the third Offence, being Convitt thereof, all be Deprived of 
all bis Spiritual Promotions, and ſuffer impriſonment during his Life. Ky 

And if the Perſon that fball off end ſhall not be Beneficed, nor have any Spiritual Prometion, 
and be thereof Convitted, ſhall ſuffer Impriſonment one whole year, for the firſt Offence, with- 
out Bail or Mainpriſe, ; | 

And if any ſuch Perſon not having any Spiritual Promotion, ſhall be C:nuitt of ſuch ſecond 
Offence, ſhall ſuffer Impriſonment during his Life. See Paragraph 43 52 6, 7, 8. 

II. It is further Enacted, That if any Perſon or Per ſons whatſoever,ſhall m any Interludes 


| Playes or Songs, Riimes, or other Words, Declare or Speak any thing inthe Derogation, De- 


praving or Deſpiſing of the ſame Book, or ſhall Compel, or Procare, or Maintain any Parſon, 
Vicar or other Miniſter, to ſing or ſay any Common or open Prayer, or to Miniſter any Sacra- 
ment otherwiſe , or in any other manner and Form then u mentioned in the ſaid Book, or 


| ſhall by any of the ſaid meanes Interrupt or Let any Par ſon, Vicar, or other Miniſterto ſmg or 


ſay Common or open Prayer in any Cathedral, or Church, or Chappet, or any other place; 

ſhall for the fir Offence being Lawfully Convitt thereof , Forfeit an hundred Marks, and 

for the ſecond ſuch like Offence forfeit four hundred Marks, and for the third Offence being 

Lavfully Convict, ſhall forfeit all his Goods and Chattles, and ſuffer Impriſonment during 
ife. See Paragraph 9, 10,11. 

GE is "a. Enacted, That whoſoever of the Inhabitants of this Realm,&c. that 
all not come to their Pariſh-Church or Chappel, or other place of Common-Prayer , where it 


aſually ſaid, ſhall forfeit Twelve-pence for every Sunday and Holy-day. See Paragraph 14. 


Now from this Statute let theſe following Particulars be Soberly Con- 
ſidered. 


1, That this Statute was made in the firſt yue of Queen El:zabeths Reign, preſently 
upon the Caſting out, and throwing down of Popery. : 
w That by this Statute the Proteſtant Religion was Revived and Confirmed, and ſo 


| the Reformation was further carried on, as It was in the Reign of that happy Prince, Ed- 


w47d the Sixth. ; ; . 
3. Conſider that at the time of making this Statute, the whole Realm did Conſiſt of 
Proteſtants and Papiſts, Conſidered as Clergy and Layity. The Realm was not then 


| acquainted with ſuch a thing as Proteſtant-Diſſenters, and therefore it cannot be fairly 
| ſuppoſed thar this Act was intended for ſuch, barely as ſuch; but the Deſign of this A& 
| Was, Firſt, To ſettle a Proteftant- Miniſtry, to manage the Proteſtant Religion accor- 
| Qing to the Light of that day : Secondly, To Remove all ſuch as were Popiſhly affe&ted 
| from Miniſterial Office, that ſo they might not keep the Queens Subjeds in Popiſh 


Blindneſs : Thirdly, To bring the People from Popery to the Proteſtant Religion; and 
therefore a gentle way of Puniſhment was Provided , viz. Twelver-pence forteit for e- 


| very Sunday and Holy-Day, for not coming to the place of Cominon-Prayer, ſoas to 
| hear it and attend ic. Now if the poor Proteſtant-Diſſenters muſt be puniſhed by Law 
| for their Non-Conformity, let ſuch as are in Authority conſider that this Law will not 
{ dotheir Fellow Proteſtants ſo much harmas ſome other Laws; and yet this Puniſhment 
| of Twelve-pencea day is a heavy Puniſhment for ſuch Poor People as are not worth 


EC T welve- 
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Twelve-p:nce z and more eſpecially if five, or ten, or twenty days Forfeirs be I2id upon 
ſuch Poor People. h 

4. Conſider that though this be a gentle way of Puniſhment, yet there 18 no Word of 
God will Juſtifie it; for God hath not appointed any kind of Fines or Forfeitures, grear 
or ſinall,as aPuniſhment for notConforming to his Worſhip; and if either Papiſt orPro. IM 
teſtant ſhould Conform only to avoid this or any other Puniſhment, they would be hy 


Hypocrites , the Conformity being only to ſave their Purſes, and not the ACt of their ] 
Spirits. ; = 

5: Conſider that in the Stridtneſs of this Statute, if Proteſtants may be Prolecuteq, 
great Numbers of thoſe that are Church-Proteſtants are a kind of Non-Conformilts, he- [ 
cauſe they do not go to Common-Prayer upon every Holy-day; and furely they would, i > 
be loth to be ſo Proſecuted themſelves as they Proſecute their Fellow Proteſtants. - 

{ 

II. The next Statute by which the Proteſtant Diſlenters are Proſecuted and Diſtreſſed, WM at 
which now ſhall be Diſcourſed,Js, Anno Viceſſimo Tertio Regine Elizabetke, Chap. 1.Pz. _ L 
ragraph 5. A BY 

a 

Where it is Enacted,That every Perſon above the Age of Sixteen years,which ſha Þ not Re- er 
pair to ſome Church, Chappel, or uſual place of Common-Prayer, but forbear th# ſame, cox- he 
traryto the Tenor of a Statute, made inthe firſt year of hex Majeſties Reign, for Vniformiy m 
of Common- Prayer, and being Lamfully Convitted, ſhall forfeit to the Queens Mijeſiy fy m 
every Month,1 went y Pounds of Engliſh Lawful Money. 

Now for the better Underſtanding of the aforeſaid Statute, it will be beſt to peruſe 3 
the whole of it, as it is in the Statute Book of the Realm ; in which it will evidently ay- Vil 
pear that it was Deſigned directly againſt thoſe of the Romiſh Religion. 4 

See Paragraph 1.where there is mention made of 4:vers ill AﬀetFed Per ſons,who uſed a; bel 

/ 


vers ways and means to withdraw her Majeſties Subjets from ther due Obedience, to obey ti 
Ufurped Anthority of Rome. , 

See Paragraph 2. where it is Enated, That all Per ſons whatſoever that ſhall ab ſolve, 
by any Ways or Meanes perſwade the Queens Subjects from their Natural Obedience, toi) 
Obeazence to the Pretended Authority of the See of Rome, or of any other Prince, State or Po 
—_ to be had or uſed within her D. minions, ſhall be Fudged as Traytors, and ſhall ſuf 
AS LYAYFOTS. 

dragrach 3. And it is likewtſe EnaQted, That every Perſon and Perſons that ſpl 
be willingly Aiders or Maintainers of ſuch Perſons, or ſhall conceal and not Diſcloſe ſuc 
Offences,ſhall beTryed and Fudzed, and ſuffer as Offenders in Mifpriſion of Treaſon. 

See Paragraph 4- It is likewiſe Enacted, That every Perſon which ſhall ſay or ſing Maſs, 
being Lawfully Convitted, ſhall forfeit the Sum of two hundred Marks, and be Committed v 
the next Goal, there to Remain for the ſpace of one year ;, and that every Perſon which ſpl 
willingly hear Maſs , ſhall forfeit one Hundred Marks , and Suffer Impriſonment 4 

year. 
And in Paragraph 5: It is EnaCted, That every Perſon above the Age of Sixteen year!, 
which ſhallaot Repair to ſome Church or Chappel, or uſual place of Common- Prayer, ſhall Fur. 
feit for every Manth the Sum of Twenty Pounds. 

From which Particulars of the aforeſaid Statute , let theſe foilowing things be 

Conſidered. 

1. A further Confirmation cf the Proteſtant Religion, and the Authority of the 
Queen, as a Proteſtant Monarch in her own Realm, in Oppoſition to any Pretended 
Authority by the Sec of Rome, is plainly Aſſerted. 

2. A further Proceed in providing Puniſhments for thoſe that ſhall maintain the Au- 
thority of Rome in this Realm, and any manner of ways endeavour to withdraw the Sib- 
jects of Englana, to obey the Authority of Kozee, in Oppoſition to the Authority of the 
Engliſh Monarch. g 

3. It ſeems by this Statute that after Twenty three years-Reign of this Protcſtant Þ 
Queen, the Popiſh Party were ſtill buſy in maintaining the Authority of Rowe, and 


were not brought to ſubmit to the Proteſtant Religion, and therefore farther Provili- 
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on is made by a greater Penalty to Reduce them, v:z. from Twelye-pence a day, unto 
Twenty pounds a Month. ; N 

4. And though this Statute doth mention every perſon above the Age of Sixteen 
years, as being Req uired to come to Church; there is good Ground to conclude, That 
by every Perſon was intended every /uch perſon as abſented by Reaſon of their being 
of the  Popiſh Religion, and Adiering unto the Authority of Kome, or any Forreign 
Turisdiction > and thereby declared themſelves to be implacable, and Irreconcilable 
Enemies to the Government, both in Church and State. 

5. Conſider that if the Law-makers had intended ſuch as are now called Proteſtant- 
Ditſenters, ſuch would have been Diſtinguiſhed from the Popiſh Party by ſome other 
Name} as it is in the Statute of the 35th of El:zaberh , which ſhall be next Diſcourſ- 
ed of ; and therefore to Proſecute the Proteſtant Diſſenters by this Law, which un- 
doubtedly was made againſt the Papiſts, and is doubtful whether it was made againſt 
any Proteſtants, ſeemerh to be hard dealing ; eſpecially conſidering that there are other 
Laws by which the Proteſtant Diſſenters have been, and ſtill are greatly Diſtreſſed. 

6. Conſider the greatneſs of this Puniſhment, 0z. of the Forfeicure of Twenty pound 
a Month, for not Reparing to ſome Church or Chappel, or uſual place of Common-Pray- 
er; for though a Perſon may be Indicted hut for one Month, and be Convicted thereof, 
he ſhall forfeit Twenty pounds a Month all the time after ſuch Conviction, until he ſhall 
make ſuch Submiſſion in a way of Conformity as the Law doth Require, without any 
more Indictments or Convictions. 


See this inthe Statute, Anno YViceſimo nono Regine Elizabethe , Chap. 3. Paragraph 
3,4 Where it is Enacted, That ſuch Offendor ſhall alſo for every Month after ſuch Con- 
viltion, without any other Indittment or Convitton, pay into the Receipt of the Exchequer, 
after the Rate of Twenty pounds for every Month after ſuch Conviftion. So thatafter this 
Rate, ſuch Offender will forfeit Two Hundred and Three-ſcore pounds a year, there 
being according to Law, thirteen Months in the year. 

And it is further Provided, by this laſt-mentioned Statute , That if defanlt ſhall be 
made in any part of any Payment aforeſaid, that then and ſo often the Queens Majeſty 
ſhall and may by Proceſs out of the ſaid Exchequer, T ake, Seize, and injoy all the Goods, and 
Fwo Parts as well of all the Lands, Tenements, and Hereditaments Lyable to ſuch Seizures, 
Leaving the third part only of the ſame Lanas, Tenements and Hereditaments, Leaſes and 
Farms, to and for the Maintenaiice and Relief of the ſame Offender, bis Wife, Children and 
Family. 

Ana for a further demonſtration of this Matter, that theſe forementioned Ads, viz 
23. and 29.YE;z.,were made and deſigned for the Popiſh Party, is further evident by the 
Statute of Primo Facobi Regis, Chap.4- the Title of which Act is thus: An AG for the 
due Execution of the Statutes against Feſwites, Semmary Prieſts, Recuſants, &c. And the 
firſt part of this ACt is to confirm and to put in Execution all thoſe Statutes in the Reign 
of Queen Elizabeth, againſt Jeſuites, Seminary Prieſts, and other ſuch-like Prieſts, and 
alſoagainſt all manner of Recuſants. 

Now by thoſe words, Feſuites, Seminary Prieſts, and other ſuch-like Prieſts, areto be 
underſtood all the ſeveral Orders of Eccieſiaſtical Perſons bclonging to, and owning 
of the Authority of Rome ;, as doth appear by ſome words in the firſt Paragraph of the 
{aid Statute, viz. Eccleſiaſtical Perſons whatſoever, made, ordained, or profeſſed, or to jbe 
made, ordained, or profeſſed, by ary Authority or Furiſdiction derived, challenged, or pre- 
tended, from the See of Rome. 

And by theſe words, all manner of Recuſants, are to be underſtood aH manner and 
ſorts of Perſons, Reſpecting their Degrees, Conſidered of the Layity, belonging to the 
Church of Rome ; For, in as much as Recuſazts are joyned with Popiſh Prieſts, it muſt be 
underſtood of Popiſh Recuſants. 

And this is further Evident by and from the Statute of Anno Tertio Facobi Regs, Chap: 
4. The Title of which ACt is thus : Anz AF for the better diſcovering and Repreſſing of 
Popiſh Recuſants. 

1. Now from the Title of this Stature Conſider that Popiſh Recuſants are the only 
PerſoasS mentioned, and therefore the Statute it ſelf ought ſo ro be underſtood, as be- 


ing 


(8) 
ing provided for the better Diſcovery and Repreſling of them, anu no others 3 Except 
that any particular Paſſage in the ſaid Statute doth mention any others, as diſtinguiſhes 
from Popiſh Recuſants. 

2. And therefore let the Statute it ſelf be Conſidered in all the Paragraphs, wherhe, 
any others of the Kings Subjects ( not being Papiſts) are at all concerned in the Pe 
nalties of the ſaid Statutes, viz 23 Eliz. and 29 Elzz. which are particularly mentio- 
ned in this Statute, provided to puniſh Perſons for not coming to Common-Prayer oc 
the Sacrament. Take a brief Account of the ſaid Statute, Reſpecting nor coming tg 
Church and Sacrament. : 

1. Inthe firſt Paragraph of the ſaid Statute the Authority of the Realm took notice, 
that divers Perſons Popiſhly Aﬀetted did ſometimes Repare to Church, to eſcape the Pens}. 
ty of the Laws in that behalf provided, who notwithſtanding did adhere in their Hearts ro the 
Popifh Religion; and ſo by the Infettion drawn from thence, were ready to Emertain and 
Execute any Treaſonable Conſpiracies ;, as did Evidently appear by that more then barbaroys 
and horrible Attempt to have blown up with Gunpowder the King, Queen Prince, Lords and 
Commons, Aſſembled in Parliament, : 

2. In Paragraph the Second and Third, It is Enacted for the better diſcovery of ſuch 
Evil Perſons, viz. Every Popifh Recuſant Conviited, or that ſhould be Convitted, and that 
ſhould afterward Confarm, to come to Church and Common Prayer, ſhould alſo take and Re. 
ceive the Sacrament once in every year following ;, and if they did not, then they ſhould forfeit 
for the firſt year Twenty Pounds, and for the ſecond year Forty Pounds, And for every year 
after T hreeſcore Pounds. : 

3. In the Fourth Paragraph it is Enated, That the Chirch-Wardens and Conſtables of 
their Reſpettive Towns or Pariſhes, and Chief Conſtables of the Hundred, ſhall preſent the 
Aonthly Abſence from Church of all manner of POPISH RECUSANTS within ſuch 
Towns and Pariſhes ( Mark thoſe plain words of the ſaid Statute) it is not ſaid they ſhall 
Preſent Proteſtants, but Popiſh Recuſants. 

4. In Paragraph the fifth it is Enafted, That ſuch Church Wardens, Conſtables and 
High-Conſtables, for every Default in not Preſenting ſuch Recuſants, ſhall forfeit Twenty 
Shullings ; and if they do make ſuch Preſentments, they ſhall be Recorded by the Clerk of the 
Seſſions without any Fee, on Forty Shillings For fett. 

5- la Paragraph the ſixch it is Enacted, That every Church-Wargen,Conſtable and High. 
Conftable;as ſhall make ſuch Preſentment , ſo as the Party ſhall be Indiited and Convitted, ſhall 
have for Reward, Forty Shillings, tobe Levied out of the Recuſants Goods. | 

6. In Paragraph 10. A Repetition is made of that part of the Statate of the Twenty 
Third of El:zabeth, concerning the Forfeiture of Twenty Pound a Honth for not come: 
ing to Church. | | 

7- In Paragraph 11. There1s a Recitation of that part of the Statute of the 29th of 
Elizabeth concerningthe Queens having power by the ſaid Statute to ſeiz upon all the 
Goods, and two parts of the Lands and Tenements, Leaſes and Farms of ſuch Off: n- 
der upon Default of the Non Payment of the aforeſaid Twenty Pounds a Month, and 
let the Offender injoy the third part of his Lands and Tenements, Leaſes and Farms for 
the maintenance of his Family. And then this Statute, viz. The Third of King 
James, doth further provided, T hat the King ſhall have powcr ro R-fuſe the Twenty 
Pound a Month, though the Offender be ready to pay it according to the Statute of 29th «f 
Elizabeth, and if hepleaſe, may Take, Seiz, ana injoy the two parts of the Offenders Eſtate; 
anc the reaſon for ſo doing was, becauſe the Popiſh Party, who were men of great 
Eſtates conid bear the payment of Twenty Pounds a Month, and ſo Retain the Reſidue 

of their Livings and Innericance in their own hands, which as the ſaid Statute ſaith, was 
for the molt part imployed to the Maintenance of Superſtition and Popiſh Religion, and 
to the Relief of Jeſuits, Seminary Prieſts, and other dangerons perſons to the State. 

Now from thzſe things ſoberly conſidered, in comparing one Statute with another, 
it ſeemeth evident that the aforeſaid Statutes were defigned and intended for rhe P1- 
piſts, they being ſo often mentioned in plain words, viz. Feſuits, Seminary Prieſts, 
and other Prieſts and Deacons belonging to the See of Rome, and all manner of Popiſh Re- 
cuſants; and no mention of any other perſons diſtinguiſhed from the Papilts. 

And therefore it ſcemeth hard meaſure that ſuch as are known and ſuficiently owned 
tO be Proteſtants by the ſeveral Neighbourhoods where they dwell, throughout this 
Kingdom, 
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Kingdom, ſhould be Profecuted by ſuch Laws inwhich they. are-not at all mentioned , 
eſpeci ally ſeeing there are other Laws by which they are ſufficiently diſtreſſed. 


. '* Ko? Io Mo VI SQ iS, 5.08 " 
HI. Another Law by. which the Proteſtant Diſſenters have been and ſtill-are Lyable to 
he Proſecuted, is the Statute of Anne Tricefſimo quinto Reging, Elizabcthe, Chap. 1. 4 


In which Statute theſe things are Enacted and Provided : 


' 1. That if any Perſon or Per ſons above the Age of Sixteen years, ſhall obſtinately Refuſe, ts 
Repair to ſome Church, Chappel, or uſual place of Common-Prayer, by che Space of a onth, 
to hear Divine Service Eſtabliſhed by her Majeſties Laws, or ſhall. by Printing, Writing, 
or Expreſs Words or Speeches, Adviſedly or purpoſely Prattice or go about to move any of her 
Majeſt ies Subjeits, or any others, to deny, withſtand, or impugn ker Majeſties Power and 
Authority in Caſes Eccleſiaſtical, or ſhall Adviſedly and Malicionſly move or perſwade any 
other Per ſon to forbear to come to Church, to hear Divine Service, or the Communion, accords' 
ing to her Majeſties Laws, or to come to, or be preſent at any Unlawful Aſſemblies, Conven- 
ticles, or Meetings, under Colour or Pretenee of any Exerciſe of Religion, contrary. to her 
Majeſties ſaid Laws and Statutes, or fhall willingly join.in, or be preſent at any ſuch- Aſſem- 
blies, Conventicles, or Meetings, that then every ſuch Offender being Lawfully Gonvicted, 
ſhall be Committed ts Priſon, there to Remain without Bail or Mainprize, until they ſhall 
Conform and Yield themſelves to come to ſome Church or Chappel, or uſual place of Common=- 
Prayer, and hear Divine Service. See Paragraph 1. 

2. It is Provided in the ſame Statute, {har rf ſuch Offender ſo Convict as aforeſaid, 
ſhall not Conform in coming to Church, to hear Dwvine Service, and to make ſuch open Con- 
feſſion as is after appointed by this Statute, bemg Required thereunto, within the Space .of 
three Months, after Convittion by the Biſhop of the Dieceſs, or any Fuſtice of Peace of the 
County where the Perſor. ſhall happen to be, or by the Miniſter or Curate of the Pariſh, That 
then every ſuch Offender pon his being warned and Required by any Fustice of Peace of 
the ſame County, fhall upon his Corporal Dath abjure this Realm, and all other her Majeſties 
Dominions and Countreys, and ſhall not Return withont Licence from her Majeſty: See Pa- 
ragraph 2. | 

- Ic is Provided, That if ſuch Offender ſhall Refuſe to make ſuch Abjuration as afore= 
ſaid, or after Objuration made, ſhall not depart out of this Realm according to this preſent 
Aft, or after ſuch bis Departure, fhall Return again without her Majeſties Licence, that 
then in every ſuch Caſe the $/0" offending ſhall be Adjudged a Fellon , and ſhall ſuffer as 
inthe Caſe of Felony, withoMthe Benefit of Clergy: © See Paragraph 3. | 

4. It is further Enacted, That 3f ſuch Offender before he or they be ſo warned or Required 
to make Abjuration , ſhall Repair to ſome Pariſh-Church on ſome Sunday or Feſtival Day, 
and there hear Divine Service, and make Publick, and open Submiſſion, and Declaration, 
of bis and their Conformity, that then the ſame Offender ſhall be clearly diſcharged of all the 
Penalties and Puniſhments Inflifked or Impoſed by this Ati, 


The Form of Submiſſion is as followeth, See Paragraph 4. 


5. I A B. Do humbly Confeſs and Acknowledge, That 1 have grievouſly Offended Ged, in 
Contemning her Majeſties Godly and Lawful Government and Authority, by abſenting my 
felf from Church, and from hearing Divine Service, contrary to the Godly Laws: and Sta- 
tntes of this Realm, and in nſing and frequenting Diſordered and Unlawfnl Conventicles and 
Aſſemblies, under Pretence and Colour of Exerciſe of Religion : And 1 am heartily ſorry for 
the ſame, and do Acknowledge and teſtify in my Conſcience, That no other Perſon hath or 
ought to have Power over her Majeſty ; and I do promiſe and proteſt, without any Diſſunula- 
tion, or any Colour or means of any Diſpenſation, that from henceforth I will from-trme to\ 
time obey and perform ber Majeſties Laws and Statutes, in Reparzng to the Church, to hear 
Devine Service, and do my utmoſt indeavour to maintain and defend the ſame ,, See Para- 
graph 5. | 

b_ It alſo Provided by this At, That no Popiſh Recuſant, or Feme-Covert , ſhall be 
Compelled, or bound to Abjure by Vertue of this Att, See Paragraph 12. 


7- It is further Provided by this Statute, That every Perſon that ſhall Abjure, = Re- 
D Zt An 
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fuſe to Abjuve, being Required thereunto as aforeſaid ſhall forfeit and loſe to her. Majeſty 
all his Goods and Chattles for ever, and ſhall further loſe all bis Lanas, I enements and Here» 
ditaments, for and during the Life only of ſuch Offender, no bonger ,and that the Wife of ſuch 
Offender ſhall. not loſe her Dower, and that the Heir of ſuch Offender, after the Death of ſuch 
Ofgenaer , ſhatl have and jnjoy the Lands Tenemems and Hereditaments of ſuch Offender, 


From this Statute let theſe things be Conſidered. 


1- That it is Evident this Statute was made for the puniſhing of ſuch as were not at aj} 
accounted Papifts, or Popiſh Recuſants, and this will appear in theſe following Reaſons; 
Firſt, Becauſe the deſign of the Statute was for the preyenting and avoiding of great In- 
conveniencies and Perils as might happen and grow by the wicked and dangerong 
Practices of Seditions Settaries, and difloyal Perſons : Now this word Seditions Seltg. 
ries,doth diſtinguiſh ſome Perſons from thoſe, that by the Law of this Realm are called 
Papiſts, or Poprſh Recuſants ; Secondly, Becauſe Popiſh Recuſants are exempted from Ab 
juring of the Realm , by vertne of the aforcſaid Statute, which is a plain Demonſtra. 
tion that the Severity of this ſame Law was made and intended for ſuch as were not 
Papiſts or Popiſh Recuſants ; and therefore good Reaſon to conclude that thoſe other 

'Starutes in which mention is made, of the Popsſh Party were niade only againſt them, and 
not againſt ſach asare in this Statute called Sectaries, who are not Papiſts. 

2. Conſider how thoſe perſons are deſcribed for whom the puniſhments of this Sta» 
tute are Provided, viz. Seditious SeCtaries and Diſloyal Perſons : See Paragraph 1. And 
for as much as this Law hath been put in Execution againſt the Proteſtant Diſſenters , 
it is meet to inquire whether they are in very deed ſuch perſons, v:z. Seditious Secta- 
ries and Difloyal Perſons. 

It is one thing for perſons to be called and reputed ſuch, and another thing to be ſuch 
indeed and in truth. The City of Fernſalem was called and counted a City of Rebel- 
lion and Sedition, See Exr4. 4. 19. ] 

The Blefſed Apoſtle Parl was Accuſed of Sedition, and being a Ring-leader therein , 
\ fee Atts 24.5. For we have found this man a Peſtilent Fellow, and a Mover of Sedation a= 

mong all the Jews throu7bout the world, and a Ring-leader of the Set of the Nzzareens; 
thus it is evident from-the Holy Scripture that the beft of perſons have gone under the 
worſt names; being deemed ſuch as indeed they:are not ; our Lord and Saviour Jeſus 
Chriſt was called a Devil; yea Belzebab the Prince of the Devils, and he was Proſecuted 
unto death, as being a Blaſphemer; and- therefore it muſt nat þe wondred at, if thoſe thar 
are now moſt pure in the Profeſſion and PraCtire of the ChriſffanReligion, be called Sedi- 
tious SeCtaries and Difloyal Perſons; though indeed and in truth they are not ſuch, as may 
be truly {aid of the Proteſtant Diſſenters. 

1. They are notSeditiousPerſons, becauſe they make theWord ofGod theRule of their 
Faith and Practice promoting theChriſtianReligion in every patt of it, as it is in oppoſi- 
tion to Popery according to the beſt of their light and knowledg in the Holy Scriptures, 
endeavouring to live a Holy Life and Converſation, ſuitable to ſuch a Holy Profeſſion, 
and therefore ought to be deemed good Proteſtants, though in ſome things they differ 
from the Church-Proteſtants; eſpecially conſidering that thoſe things in the Proteſtant 
Religion wherein bothParties do agree; are greater than thoſe things wherein: they do 
differ; and yet thoſe things wherein they differ are fach as each Party cannot Conform 
to, without wronging of theirConſciences; and doubtleſs the Church-Proteſtants would 
think it hard meaſure if they ſhould be forced to Conform to the Diſſenters, even as the 
Diſſenters think it hard meaſure to he forced to Conform to the Church-Proteſtants. 

And therefore each Party ſhould labour. to walk by that Golden Rule that Chriſt hath 
given in Mat. 7. 12+ WWhatſoever ye would that men ſhould do unto you, do you even to them 

for this 1s the Law and the Prophets. 

2. The Proteſtant Diſſenters canrot fairly be deemed Diſloyal Perſons, forasmuch as 
they do acknowledg the King to be Supream Governour of.this Realm, and all other 
His Majeſties Dominions and Countries, in oppoſition to the Pope and all Forreign * 
Feriſdiction, ' and are ready with their Purſe and Perſons to maintain'the Kings Perſon 
and Crown againſt ali Murdering Confpiracies among any ſort of perſons whatſoever. 

| And 
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And though it may be objected, that ſome under the name of Proteſtant-Diſſenters 
have been charged with and have been found guilty of the aforefaid Wickedneſs 3. God 
forbid that this ſhould be charged upon the whole Party, for as much as it is well known 
thatthe generality of the Proteſtant Diſenters do abhor ſuch Principles and Practices, 
znd do as heartily deſire that the King may injoy his Crown and Kingdom free from all 
violence,”as they delirc to 1njoy their own Habitarions and other their Lawful Concern- 

nts What though ſome Gentlemen, ſome Knights, ſome Peers of the Realm, he 

harged and found guilty of Diſloyalty; yet it would be very unrighteous to charge or 
lem all of ſuch Degrees or Titles to be ſo guilty of the like Diſloyalty. "TY 

However Non-Conformity barely of it ſelf, cannot be fairly accounted Diſloyalty , 
hey that will ſay fo, may well be counted ſuch as condemn the Generation of the 
Righteous In all Ages 3 even the Apoſtles and Diſciples of our Lord Jeſus, they were 

« Non-Conformilts of that day: and yet they were Loyal Subjects under all thoſe” 

overnments where the Providence of God did caſt them ; and the Apoſtle, Parl tho? 

did Preach up SnbjeCtion to Authority, yet he did maintain his Non-Conformity, 
matters of Religion; and the Chriſtians in Queen Marzes days, did maintain their 

on-Conformity, 1n not ſubmitting to the Religion, as it was Eſtabliſhed by Law , 
nd yet they were Loyal SubjeCts ; and ſo it may be truly ſaid of the French Proteltants, 

zir Non-Conformity doth not deſtroy their Loyalty. Thus it is evident that Noncon- 
ormity is conſiſtent withtrue Loyalty. Yet it may be further Demonſtrated, that Non- 

onformity may be attended with the greateſt Loyalty, when Conformity may be at- 
ended with the greateſt Diſloyalty , as doth appear in that famous inſtance of 2orde- 
4, who was a Notorious Non-Conformiſt, in not ſubmitting to the Eſtabliſhed 
orſhip of that Kingdom ; and yet ſuch was his Loyalty, that he diſcovered the Trea- 
on of two of the Kings Chamberlains,who may well be concluded to be the Conformiſts 
nReligious matters, and yet deſigned to deprive the King of his Life; but Aordecas 
he Non-Conformiſt did ſave the Kings Life, though he went ſome conſiderable time 
nrewarded for that his Loyal Service. ; | | 
2.Confider that thePuniſhment of thisStatute is too great for theOffences, viz. of not 
ming to Church to hearCommon-Prayer,6 of frequentingConveaticles;if by Conven= 
ices are meant only ſuchMeetings where there is the Exerciſe of Religion, as it is now a= 
vong the Proteſtant Diſſenters; the Puniſhments provided by this Act being of ſeveral 
orts, 1, Impriſonment, 2- Abjuration, 3. Death if Abjuration be Refuſed, 4. Loſs of 
| Goods for ever. 5. Loſs of all Lands, Tenements, and Hereditaments, during the 
ife of the Offender; and all this for not coming to hear Common-prayer , and fre- 
venting of ſuch Religious Meetings as are called Conventicles. | 

Now it ſeemeth very ſtrange, that'ſo ſevere a Law ſhould be made by a Proteſtant 
Queen, and by a Proteſtant Parliament , againſt any Perſons that could not in Conſcir 
ce Submit to that form of Religion Eſtabliſhed by Law, who notwithſtanding were 
Proteſtants, and did own, approve » and promote the Proteſtant Religion, in the 
main and Subſtantial parts of it : Eſpecially conſidering how the ſaid Queen, and thoſe 
\fſembled in the aforeſaid Parliament, did groan under the Government of Qneen 44a- 
7y becauſe their Conſciences were impoſed ypon, by Reaſon of the Popzſh ReZigion , 
rhich then was Eſtabliſhed by Law; and then the Poor Proteſtants were deemed no 
better then Settaries, Schiſmatickszand Hereticks, and their Religious Meetings, where= 

verthey could get together, were accounted Seditious Conventicles, and Rebellious 
Meetings 3 and they were Proſecuted both by the Eccleſiaſtical and the Temporal Pow- 
er, even unto Death. 

4. Conſider that though Queen E!:zabeth did give the Royal Aſſent unto this Act of 
Parliament , ſhe was greatly troubled when Mr, #erry Barrow , Mr. John Greenwood 
ind Mr. Fobn Penry ,, were put to Death for their Non-Conformity ; ſhe being inform- 
ed by ſame (of whom ſhe demanded an Account of their Death, they being ar that time 
preſent) That they were very Eminent Chriſtians, and that if they had lived , they 
might have been as worthy Inftruments for the Church of God , as hath been raiſed in 
this Age, at which her Majeſty fighed. wi 

5. Conſider that thongh this Act hath been continued from time to time, yet there 
hath been a ceſſation of the Executing of it, from the latter end of Queen E/:zaberhs 


Reign, to the Rejgn of his preſent Majeſty. 
3 6, Con- 
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6. Conſider that though ſome Juſtices of the Peace have attempted to put this AQ j 
Execution, fince his Majeſties Reſtauration, whereby a conſiderable Numbep of Þrg, 
teſtant- Diſſenters were Convicted at - Aylesbury, and all their Goods in their ſhops and 
houſes were ſeized; and they were in great danger of being quickly hanged, .but thank 
be to God, his Majeſty had Compaſſion, Judging It too hard dealings for hisProteſta; 
Subjects 3 and ſo he not only ſaved their Lives, but Reſtored them all their Goods, 
which Gracious Proceedings of the King was agreeable to his Royal Promile, jn hi; 
Royal Dzclaration from Breda, in theſe words; 


We do Declare a Liberty to tender Conſciences, and that no man ſhall be aiſqiieted _ 


called in Queſt ion, for differences in opmion in matters of Religion, which do not diſturb theP,, 
of the Kingdom, and that We ſhall be ready to conſent ts fach an Att of Parliament, as »pan 
Mature Deliberation ſhall be offered to Us for the full granting ſuch Indulgence. | 

7. Conſider that the Lords and Commons Aſſembled in Parliament; even of late year; 
gid take into their wiſe and ſerious Conkideration this very Statute, and by joynt aSteg. 
ment had prepared a Bill for the Repealing of the ſame, that ſo the Kings Proteſtay 
Subjects might be no more in danger of it; but behold there was an unhappy failure jg 
Mr. Somebody that it was wot Preſented to his Majeſty at the time when other gjl 
were preſented and had the Royal Aſſent, however for AS much as Lords and Common; 
had agreed unto it , and His Majeſty did not Reject it ; it ſeemeth to be the voice of th 
Kingdom, that this aforeſaid Statute ſhould nor be put 1n Execution. 


IV. Sometimes the Proteſtant Diſſenters are diſtreſſed in being Proſecuted by the $t. 
tute of the 7th. of Facobi, which Statute doth provide the Puniſhment of Impriſae. 
ment, for Refuſing to take the Oath of Allegiance, and in Refuſing of it ſo often as the 
Law provideth for the tendering of it, that then the ſaid Perſon ſhall incur a Premunin; 
Now, there are great Numbers of his Majeſties Proteſtant Subjects, who are Diſſenter, 
who have and can freely take the {aid Oath ; and there be many others who are Diſſr- 
ters, that cannot take the ſaid Oath: Firſt, Becauſe they think it is Unlawful to ſmezr 
in any Caſe, becauſe Chriſt hath ſaid, Swear zot at all, Secondly, Some Cannot take 
the ſaid Oath, becauſe they think a Promiſſary Oath is not Lawful. Thirdly, Soge 
cannot take the ſaid Oath, becauſe they think that they are thereby bound to an Att. 
al Obedience, and Performance of all the Laws of the Realm, and from thence conclnds 
that they are hound to goto Church, and to take the Sacrament, and to forhear to gy 
to ſuch Religious Meetings as arecalled Conventicles; and therefore with Patience they 
do rather Submit to the Puniſhment of the ſaid Law, for Refuſing the ſaid Oath. 

But others of the Diſſenters are otherways perſwaded concerning the aforeſaid Oath: 
and the aforeſaid Particulars, as the Opinions of their fellow Diſſenters ; Firſt, they 
think Chriſt hath not forbid all kind of Swearing whatſoever, but by theſe words, Swew 
zot at all, they underſtand not at all to ſwear by thoſe things mentioned , viz, Hee 
ven ,Earth,Feruſalem, the Temple, the Altar, or any other thing below God himſelf 

Secondly, They do not think that a Promifary Oath 1s unlawful, becauſe it is not un- 
lawful to make a Promiſe, and thereby bind themſelves to the Performance of any 
lawful matter contained in ſuch Promiſe, and therefore if the matter of. an Oath he 
lawful, they think they may as well ſwear to Perform it as promiſe to perform it ; «: 

ecially- the matter being between the King andSubjeCt;and the Swearing being the moſt 
ollemn way of aſſuring rhe performance of the matters promiſed, and of believing 
the ſmatters aſſerted in the ſaid Oath. And fo end that Controverſy. 

Thirdly, T hey cannot think or believe that by the Oath they are Bound to an aud 
performance of all the Laws of the Realm for the.Reaſons ſollowing. 

Firſt, Becauſe if they be ſo Bound, then are all the Kings Subje&ts who haye taken 
the ſaid Oath ſo bound alſo, and then it fairly followeth, that if in any thing any Lan 
be broken, then the ſaidOath is broken,and the Perſons Allegiance to his King isBroken 
alſo which ſeemeth to be a harſh concluſion, becauſe then great multitudes of the Kings 
Subj=crts who are notDiſſenters muſt he deemed deeply guilty in this matter,viz.Such as 
ſwerr,prophanely, ſuch as curſe, ſuch as are drunk,ſuch as promote theTrade ofFrench 
Wines muſt be adjudged forſworn perſons & breakers of theirAllegiance, becauſe in theſe 
and divers other things they areBreakers of the Law which ſeemeth to be ag uncharitable 

concluſion, 
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concluſion. concerning ſuch whom Authority doth deem Liege Subjects, notwi:hſtan” 
ding their Breaking the Laws by the aforeſaid Offences. 

Secondly, Such Diſſenters ascan and do take the aforeſaid Oath, cannot think they 
are thereby bound actually to obey all the Laws of the Realm, and be bound by Oath to 
goto Church, and to take the Sacrament, and to forvear their Religions Meetings, be- 
cauſe no ſuch thing is expreſſed in the (aid Oath, and theOath ir ſelf doth but bind thoſe 
that take it according to the plain and expreſs words thereof. Let the laſt words of the 
Oath be well confidered, v:z. 

And all theſe things 1 do plainly and ſincerely Achnowleds aid ſwear according to the Expreſs 
Words by me ſpoken, and according to the pliin and common ſenſe and underſtznding of the 


* ſame words, without any Equivocation, er mental Evaſica, or ſecret Reſervatron what ſoever; 


nd I do make this Recognition and Acknowledgment , heartily, willingly, and truly, upoxs the 
True Faith of a Chriſtian, ſo help me Ged. 

From which part of the Oath, as it belongeth to the whole of the ſiid Oath, Let 
theſe things be Obferved. 

1. That whatſoever thing 15 not in the expreſs words of the {aid Oath, that is not 
{morn unto, elther as a negative or an affirmative. 

2, That the matter contained in the expreſs words muſt be underſtoos, and ſo ſworn 
unto as doth agree with the common and known ſenſe of ſuch Engliſh Words, viz. 
Without ſtraining or ſtretching of the words beyond the litteral ſenſe of them, with= 
out any equivocation or mental evaſion, or ſecret reſervation whatſoever, v:z. with- 
out any cunning or ſecret or myſtical apprehenſion of the words of the ſaid Oath. 

Now the Particulars fairly expreſſed in the ſaid Oath, are theſe that follow. 

1. A ſolemn alſlerting of the Kings Right to the Crown of this Realm, and other his 
Dominions, | ; | | 

2, A ſolemn denying that the Pope of himſelf, nor by any Authority of Rome, or 
by any other means, hath any power or authority over the Kings Perſon, or over any of 
his Countries, or over any of his Subjects. 

3. A Solemn Reſolution to be true and faithful Subjets to the King, notwithſtan- 
ding any Declaration or Sentence of Excommunication, or Deprivation made or grant- 
ed, or to be made or granted by the Pope or his Succeſfors, or by any Authority derived 
or pretended to be derived from him, or his See againſt the ſaid King, his Heirs or Suc= 
ceſſors;and him.and them will defend to the utmoſt of my power againſt all Conſpiracies 
and Attempts whatſoever, which ſhall be madeagginſt his or their Perſons, their Crown 
or Dignity, by reaſon or colour of any ſuch Sentence or Declaration, or otherwiſe. 

4. Thar as ſuch ſhall not be guilty of Treaſon themſelves, fo they are Bound to diſ- 
cover all Treaſons and Traiterous Conſpiracies they ſnall knowamong any others. 

5. A Solemn Renunciation of that Damnable Doctrine, That Princes which be 
Excommunicated or Deprived by the Pope, may be depoſed or murthered by their Subs, 
jets, or any other whatſoever. p A 

6. That the Pope, nor any other perſon whatſoever, hath power to abſolve from this 
Oath or any part thereof. | P 

7. ASolemn Declaration that this Oath is taken ſincerely and not Hypocritically. 

Now for as much as many good Chriſtians do ſcruple the taking of the aforeſai& 
O:th by reaſon of their concluding, that they are thereby bound to more things then 
sexpreſſed in the ſaid Oath, and yetare well ſatisfied and Reſolved to defend the Kings 
Perſon, and maintain the welfare of the Kingdom againſt the Pope and all Forreigrn 
Power, and have given great demonſtration of their own peaceable ſubjection to His 
Majeſties Government, it ſeemeth to be a Proceeding.of great ſeverity to puniſh ſuck 
perſons who fear ſwearing this Oath only leaſt they ſhould Sin againſt God, in ſwear- 
ing that which they know they cannot perform, viz. A thorow Conformity to the 


Church Matters, which if that were the meaning of the Oath, thoſe Nonconformiſts thag 
havetaken the ſaid Oath, would not have taken it, | 


Now therefore thar each Party may be helped in this matter here followeth a Copy of 


the Oath of Allegiance, and King Famecs his Expoſition or Paraphraſe upon it. 


The Oath of Allegiance. | 
I A. B. Dotruly and ſincerely acknowledg, Pr ofeſs, TeStifie and declare'in my Conſci- 


ence, before God and the World, that our Sovereign Lord King James is Lawful and Right 


F, ful 


cio at altts + 4 


(14) 


ful King of this Realm, and of all other his Aajeſties Dominions and Countries, and thy 
that the Pope, neither of himſelf, nor by 'any Authority of the Church or See of Rome, « 
byany other means with any other, hath any power or authority to depoſe the K ingy or to aiſ. 
poſe any of his Majefties Kingdoms or Dommions, or to Authorize any Forreign Prince 7, 
invade or Annoy him or his Conntries, or to diſcharge any of hs Subjetts of their Allegiance 
or Obedicnce to his. Mijeſty, or to grve Licence or leave to any of them to bear Arms, 1 
Raiſe Tumults, to offer any violence or hurt to His Majeſties Royal Per ſon, State or Govern. 
ment, or to any of His Majeſties Subjetts within his Majeſties Dominions. Alſo I do ſweq; 
from my Heart, that notwithſtanding any Declaration or Sentence of Excommunication 
Depr ivation made or gramed, or to be made and granted by the Pope or bis Sig. 
ceſſors, or by any Authority derivea, or pretended to be derived from him, 
or his See againſt the ſaid King, his Heirs'or Swcceſſors, or any Abſolution of the ſz; 
Subjeits from their Obeazence ; Iwill bear Faith and true Allegiance tohys Majeſty, bs Heirs 
aud Succeſſors, and him and them will defend to the utmoſt of my power againſt all Conſyira. 
cics and Attempts what ſoever , which ſhall be made againſt his or their Per fons, thei 
Crown and Dignity, by reaſon or colour of any ſuch Sentence or Declaration, or otherwiſe, 
And I will do my bet endeavours, to diſcloſe and make known unto his Majefty, bis Heirs ay 
Suceeſſors, all Treaſons and Traiterous Conſpiracies, which I ſhall know or hear of, to beg. 
g ainſt him or any of them;, And I further ſwear, That I do frommy heart abhur, deteſt yl 
abjure as impuons and heretical, this Damuable Dottrine and Poſition, that Princes which |, 
Fxcommunicated or Deprived by the Pope, may be depoſed or murthered by their Subjefts, y 
any other what ſoever;, and I do believe and in my Conſcience am Reſolved, that neither ij 
Pope, nor any other perſen whatſoever, hath power to abſolve me of this Oath, nor . any yn 
thereof, which 1 acknowledy by good and full Authority to be lawfully Miniftred unto m: 
and do Renounce all Pardons and Diſpenſations to the contrary. 
And allthefe things 1 do plainly and ſmcerely Acknowleaze and Swear, according to thi; 
Expreſs Words by me ſpoken, and according to the plain and common ſenſe and underſtand 
of the ſame words without any Equivocation, or mental Evaſion, or ſecret Reſervation what: 
ſoever;, and I do make this Recognition and Acknowledgment, heartily, willingly and truh, 
r:por the True Faith of a Chriſtian. So help me God. 


And now for a further and better help to underſtand the Oath of Allegiance, {| 
King 72m his anſwer to Cardinal Bellarmzne be well conſidered concerning this Ox, 
in his Apologie for the Oath of Allegiance, page 46. where he ſaith, * +» 

Ir may appear what unreaſonable and rebellious points he would drive my Subjeh 
mito, by Refuſing the whole Body of that Oath, as it is conceived : for hethat ſhall Refuſe 
x:the this Oath, muſt of neceſſity hold all or ſame of theſe Propoſitions following : viz. 

1- That I King James amnot the Lawfjul King of this Kingdom, and all other m 


Dominions. 

2. That the Pope by his own Authority may depoſe me; if not by his ownAuthorit, 
yet by ſome other Authority of the Church, or of the See of Rome if not by ſome oth: 
Authority of the. Church or Sec of Rozre, yet. by other means with others help he may 
poſe me. 

P 3. That the Pope may diſpoſe of my Kingdoms and Dominions. 
| 4+ That the Pope may give Authority to ſome Forreign Prince to invade my Dv 


minions. | 
. F That the Pope may diſcharge my Subjects from their Obedience and Allegiant 


to me. a 
6. That the Pope may give Licence to one or more of my Subjects to bear Arms 


ainſt me. 

* 7. That thePope may give leave to my Subjects to cifer violence to my Perſon, or t 
my Government, or to ſome of my SubjeCts. 

8. That if the Pope ſhall by Sentence Excommnnicate or Depoſe me, my Subjets 
are not to bear Faith and Allegiance to me. | 

9g. If the Pope ſhall by Sentence Excommunicate or Depoſe me, my Subjedts ar 
not hound to defend with all their power my Perſon and Crown. 

10. If the Pope ſhall give ont any Sentence of Excommunication or Deprivation: 
gainſt me, my Suhjects by reaſon of that Sentence, are not bound to Reveal all Conlpi- 


racies and Treaſons againſt me which ſhall come to their hearing or knowledge 
11. Thi 
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11. That it is not Heretical or deteſtable to hold that Princes being Excommunica- 
ted by the Pope, may be either depoſed or killed by their Subjeds or any other. 
12. That the Pope hath power to abſolve my Subjets from this Oath, or from ſome 
rt thereof. | | 
go That this Oath is not Adminiſtred to my Subjects by a full and lawfulAuthority. 
14. That this Oath is to be taken with Equivocation, Mental Evaſion, or ſecret Re- 
ſeryation, and not with the Heart and good-will, Sincerely, in the Faith of a Chriſtian 


Man. 
Theſe are the true and natural Branches of the Body of this Oath. 


And now foraſmuch as there 1s anotherOath,called theOath of Supremacy,about which 
many good. Proteſtants have differing Apprehenſions, ſome being very free to take the 
{aidOath,& ſome doConſciencioully {cruple it,and fo dare not take it for fear they ſhould 
Sin againſt God in ſodojng : The ſame Oath ſhall be here Preſented to Conſideration. 


The Oath of Supremacy. 


1 A. B. Do utterly Teſtifie and Declare in my Conſcience, That the Queens Highneſs 
15 the only Supream Gover nour of this Realm, and of all other Her Highneſs Dominions and 
Countries, as well in all Spiritual or Eccleſiaſtical Things or Cauſes, as T, emporal : And 
that no Forrein Prince, Perſon, Prelate, State, or Potentate, hath, or ought to have any 
FurisdiftHony Power, Superiority, Pre-eminence or Authority Eccleſiaſtical or Spiritual,with- 
in this Realm ;, and therefore Ido utterly Renounce and Forſake all Forreign TFurudiff ions, 
Powers, Superiorities and Authorities, and do promiſe that from henceforth 1 ſhall bear Faith 
and True Allegiance to the Queens Highneſs, ber Heirs and Lawful Succeſſors, and to my 
power ſhall aſſiſt and aefend all Furif diltions, Priviledges, Pre-eminences and Authorities, 
ranted or belonging to the Queens Highneſs, her Heirs or Succeſſors, or united and annexed 
zo the Imperial Crown of this Realm, So help me God, and bythe contents of this Book: 


Now in the aforeſaid Oath, ſome of the words are ſuch as many Godly Perſons can- 
not heartily ſpeak, and therefore Refuſe to ſpeak them at all in a way of Swearing, viz. 
That the King as Supream Governour of this Realm, is Supream Governour in all 
Spiritual or Eccleſiaſtical Things orCauſes,as well as in al Temporal Things andCauſes.; 

Which words are Expounded or Explained by Queen El:zabeth, in an Admonition 
Annexed to the Queens Injunctions : Publiſhed in rhe firſt year of her Raign, which 


take as followeth. 


And fur ther, Her Majeſty forbiddeth all manner of Subjelts to give Ear or Credit to 
fuch perverſe and malitions perſons, which moſt ſniſterly and malitiouſly labour to notify to 
her loving Subjetts, how by the words of the ſaid Oath it may be Collefed, the Kings or 
OQueers of this Realm, Poſſefſors of the Crawn, may challenge Authority and Power of 7M;- 
inſtry of Dzvine Offices in the Charch, wherein her ſaid Subjefts be much Abuſed by ſuch 
evil diſpsjed perſons : For certainly Her Majeſty neither doth nor ever will challenge any 
other Authority, then that was Challenged, and lately uſed by the ſaid Noble K ings of Fa- 
mous Memory, King Henry the Eighth, and King Edward the ftxth, which is and was of 
ancient time due to the Imperial Crown of this Realm, That ts unaer Gad to have Soverazgn- 
ty and Rule over all manner of per ſons Born within theſe her Realms, Dominions and Coui- 
tries, of what Eſtate either Eccleſtaſtical or Temporal ſoever they be, fo as no other F orreign 
Power ſhall or onght to have any Superiority over them; and if any perſon, that hath con- 
cerved any other ſenſe of theForm of the ſaid Oath, ſhall accept the ſame Oath with this inter- 
pretation,her Majeſty is well pleafed to accept every ſuch in that behalf ,as her good & obedicnt 
Subjetts, & ſhall acquit them of all manner of Penalties contained inthe ſaid Alt,againſt ſuch 
as ſhall peremtorily or obſtinately Refuſe to take the ſaid Oath, 

And in the fifth year of her M ajeſties Raign, there was an AC of Parliament to con- 
firm this Senſe of the ſaid Oath; in theſe folowing words. 


Prouided alſo, That the Oath expreſſed in the ſaid Ac made in the ſaid firſt year, ſhrll 
be taken and expounacd in ſuch Form as ts ſet forth in an Admonition Annexed to the Queens 
. HMojeſties Injundtions, puvliſhed in the firſt year of hr Mijeſties Rain, That 4s ro ſay, to 
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wonfeſs and ackhnowleag in her Majeſty, ber Heirs and Succefſors, none other Authority they 
that was Challenged and lately uſed by the Noble King Henry the Eighth, and King Fq.- 
ward the Sixth, as in the ſaid Admonition more plataly may appear. 

Now from the aforeſaid Oath, together with the aforclaid Expoſition Confirmed by 
Act of Parliament : Let theſe things be Conſidered. 

1- A Solemn Aſſertion of the Queens Power and Authority in her own Kingdom 
and Dominions,in oppoſition to any Forreign Prince, Perſon, Prelate, State or Potentate. 

2. That the Power and Authority of the Queen in her own Realms, and other her 
Dominions, was over all Eccleſiaſtical Perſons, as well ag over all Temporal Perſons 
{o as to be tryed by her Laws in allMatters andCauſes they may be concernzd in ; that if 
innocent, they may be acquitted ; but if guilty, they may be puniſhcd by her Power 
and Authority, according to her Laws in her Courts of Juſtice, without Appealing to, 
or hoping for Relief from Forreign Juriſdiction. 

3. And therefore let all thoſe who do Conſcienciouſly ſcruple to take either of the 
aforeſaid Oaths;Cecnſider whether they have not entertained ſuch notions 5nd appr chen- 
fions of them, as the plain words and comon ſenſe of ſuch words will not fairly bear, an 
thereby expoſe themſelves to {uch trouble, as they might lawfully eſcape, if their Jud ga 
ments were better informed. | 

4- Let ſuch as have power to tender and impoſe the ſaid Oaths upon perſons, Conſi- 
der whether the Tender of ſuch Oaths is not ſometimes done out of ſpite to the perſons 
before them, they knowing that they are of Scrupulons Conſciences, and fo are ſure, 
that they have an opporturity to afflict them; and yet know in their own <Conſciences 
that ſuch p<rſons are good Proteſtants, and have long lived in all peaceable manner un- 
der the Government, and fo defire to abide, that they may lead a quiet and pcaceahle 
life in all Godlineſs and Honeſty under Authority, as they are taught by the Good 
Word of God. 


V. Another Law by which the Proteſtant Diſſenters have been and {3!] are Proſecnted 
andDiſtreſſed, 1s, the 17. of Car. 2. Chap. 2, viz, An Att for Reſtraining Nouc onformiſes 
from Inhabitiag Incorporatzons. | 

Now the Perſons puniſhable by this A, are ſuch as are Nonconformiſt Preachers, 
who live in a Corporation, or within five Miles of a Corporation, and that Preach in 
Conventicles, and thereby ander pretence of Religion do diſtill Poyſonous Principles 
of Schifſm and Rebeljion into the Hearts of his Majeſties Subjects, to the great danger of 
the Church ani! Kingdom. See the firſt Paragraph of the ſaid Statute. And the puniſh- 
ment provided by the ſaid Statute for ſuch perſons, isthe forfeiture of Forty Pounds 
to be ſue for In any Court of Record at Weſtminſter, or before the Judges of Aﬀlize, 
and alſo fix Months Imprifonment, if ſuch perſons ſhall Refiiſe to take the Oath Pro- 
vided by this*Act : A Copy whereof is as followeth. | 


7 A. B. Do Smear, that it is not lawful upon 'uny pretcace whatſoever, to take Arms a- 
gainſt the King, and that 1 do abhor that Traiter aus Poſition of taking Arms by bis Author 
ty agaimst bis Perſon, or againſt thoſe that are Commiſſioned by him, in purſuance of ſuch 
Commiſſuns; and that 1 will net at any time endeavour any Alteration of Government coithtr 


ia Church or State. | 
Now from the aforeſaid Statute, Let theſe things be Conſidered. 


1. That the Main Deſign of the ſaid AG was to rid Cities and Corporations of 
ſuch Nonconformiſt Miniſters, as under pretence of Religion, do diſtill Poyſonous Prin« 
ciples of Schiſm and Rebellion into the Hearts of his Majeſties Subjects, to the dan- 
-er of Church and State. | 

Now if there be any ſuch Criminal Perſons under the name of Nonconformiſt Mj- 
niſters, let them ſuffer according to their Crimes, when proved by ſufficient Evi- 


Uence- 


2, Conlider that all forts of Nonconformiſt Miniſters do abhor to be ſuch Per- 
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ſons, and to promote Rebellion; but they do generally make it their buſineſs to Preach 
Eternal Salvation by the Bleſſed Merits of Jeſus Chriſt, and a Holy Converſation, accor» 
ding to the Bleſſed Goſpel of Jeſus Chriſt 3 following the things - which make 
for Peace here, and hoping to injoy a Better Peace when this Life is. ended. | 

z. Conſider, That though theſe good things are managed in SeparateCongregations 
diſtin from the National Church, yer they ought not to be counted the Mapagers of 
Schiſm and Rebellion, but the Promoters of the Proteſtant Religion in higher degrees 
of Reformation, according to the Word of God. > 

4; Conſider, That for ſuch men to be expoſed to live five miles from Cities and Cor= 
porations, or elſe to live in a Goal, ſeemerh to be.hard dealing; thus being compelled to 
live at ſuch a diſtance from the chiet places of the Kingdom, is a kind of Baniſhmenc 


he 

N- from our Country, while in our Countrey, and all this forNonconformity to theChurch, 

nd -nd for not ſwearing all the particulars in the Oath provided by the ſaid AR; one 

8g articular being this, 7hr { will not at any time endeavour any Alteration of Government 
tither in Church or State. TE 

ſf- Which words doth at leaſt ſuppoſe, that all things in the Church Government, are ſo 

ns well and ſo compleat, that there ought to be no endeavours to alter or amend them, and 

© thisis a great ſcruple to many perſons that are good Proteitants. | 

es | | 

N= VI. Another Statutehy which the Proteſtant Diſſenters are Diltreſled, is the 22d. of 


le Car.2, Chap. 1. Intituled, An Act to Surpreſs Seditions Conventicles, from which Statute 
d [et theſe particular things be ſoberly conſidered. 8 
1, That this Statute was provided, as a further and more ſpeedy Remedy againſt the 
growing and dangerous Practices of Seditious Sectaries, and other Diſloyal Perſons, who 
d under pretence of Tender Conſciences, have or may at their Mectings contriye :Inſur- 
's retions ( as late Experience hath ſhewn. ) See Paragraph 1. E 
Now it 1s well known throughout this Kingdom, that the Proteſtant Diſſenters, e- 
k renevery ſort of them, do abhor to be ſuch perſons; and therefore do deem it a great: 
wrong,that they ſhould be accounted and proſecuted as ſuch perſons: 1; Becauſe though 
they be ſeparate from the Church of Englazd, yet that doth nat demonſtrate them to 
f he Sedirious Sectaries, foraſmuch as the main things in the Chriſtian Religion, Pro- 
feſed by the Church of England, is Profeſſed by the Diſſenters, with a greater care to 
L fire ſuitably unto ſuch a Holy Profeſlion, then the generality of the Viſible Members of 
the Church of England do make Conſcience of, and thexefore they deſerve to be ac- 
counted ſuch as further the Proteſtant Reformation, and not ſuch as are guil- 
ty of Sedition. 2. They decm it a wreng to be counted perſons of Diflsyalty meerly 
| becauſe of their Nonconformity, eſpecially conſidering what a demonſtration they have 
given of heing peaceable under the Government for ſo many years, notwithſtanding 
many and great Troubles they have met with in moſt parts. of this Kingdom, meerly 
for Matters of Conſcience, 3. And foraſmuch a$mention is made of Meeting under 
colour and preterice of the Exerciſe of Religion , to contriye Inſurrections, the 
Proteſtant Diſſenters, in general, can comfortably Appeal to God and the whole King- 
dom, that they are not guilty inthis Matter ; and beſides this, it is not conſiſtent with 
good reaſon, that. contriving of Inſurrections could be art all managed in the Diſſenters 
Meetings, foraſmuch as all ſorts of perſons do Reſort unto them, v:z. Rich and Poor, 
young and old, and do daily find no other Matters,but the Real Exerciſe of Religion, in 
Praying to God, Praiſing of God, and Preaching the Word of God, that they may 
further the Converſion and Salvation of ezch other. Furthermore it is to be confider- 
ed, that ſince the making of the aforeſaid Act, and the violent Proſecution thereof, 
to the very great dammage of many Proteſtant Families, His. Majeſty did take ſuch 
Grievances of his Subjects of Tender Conſciences, into his Princely and Compaſſionate 
Conſiceration, and did Declare his Diſlike of ſuch forceable courſes in matters of Con- 
ſcience : See His Majeſties Declaration to all kis Loving Subjects, arch 15. 1672. 
Publiſhed by the Advice of his Privy Council. nh "— 

2. The Perſons in the aforcſaid Act, who are accounted Offenders, are, Al ſuch who 
being of the Age of Sixteen years or upwards, being Subjeits of this Realm, who fhall be 
preſent at any Aſſembly, Conventicle or Meeting, under Colour or preteiice of any Exerciſe 

of Religion, in other manner then according to the Liturgy and Praitice of the Church of 
England, they being in number ſive, or more beſides the Family or Houſbold, and if it be in 
Pp 


", 


(18) 
a place where there is no Family Inhabiting, then the number of five or more are deemed gf. 
enders. | 
Now from this part of the Act,” conſider that the Perſons Accounted Offenders, ar; 
Mch whoſe Exerciſe of Religion-is in other manner than according to the Liturgy ang 
Practice of the Church of England; And therefore it is needful ſoberly ro Inquire, 
whether the Exerciſe of Relizion ,as it is among the Proteſtant Dillenters, be in othe; 
manner then according tothe Liturgy and PraCtice of the Church of England; Any 
thereforelet the Exerciſe of Religion inthe Church of England, and as It is among the 
Proteſtant Diſſenters, he well contidered and compared together, and then we ſhall ſe, 
whether it be ContradiCtious or Harmonious. : 

1. The Exerciſe of Religion in the Liturgy, and as it is Practiced in the Church of 
England, reſpecting the matters of it, doth conſiſt of Prayers to Almighty God, in the 
Name of Jeſus Chriſt his only Son for Spiritual and Temporal Bleſlings; and this is the 
Pratice of the Proteſtant Diſſenters in their Meetings. 

2. The Church of En:1and in the Exerciſe of Religion, do give Thanks to God for 
Mercics Received from God as the Gracious Act of hisBounty and Good- Will unto ſuch 
as are unworthy of the leaſtMercy; and thus do theProteſtantDiſſenters in their Meeting, 

3. The Church of England does inſtruct Souls from the holyScriptures of the Old ang 
New Teſtament, viz. From the Law and the Prophets, ana from the Epiſtles ang 
Gofpels, which doth contain the Doctrine and Practice of Chriſt and his Apoſtles; and 
thus do the Proteſtant Diſſenters, for which they are Proſecuted totheir grear dammaxe, 

4. The Church of England doth perform Religious Worſhip in Engliſh, and fo dothe 
Proteſtant Diſſenters, that all Parties which come to attend the Exercile of Religion 
mong them, may underſtand what they are abour. 

5. The Church of England doth obſerve the firſt day of the week, commonly called 
the Lords day, in Prayers and Sermons; and ſo do the Proteſtant Diſſenters ; yea in thi 
matter the Diſſenters are more careful that the day may be Religiouſly obſerved, theg 
the Church-Proteſtants : | 

6. The Church of Ezzlarad, and the Proteſtant Diſlenters do agree in the Articles of 
Faith, reſpecting the min and ſubſtantial matters of the Proteſtant Religion briefly 
thus: 1. That there is a Holy Trinity, v:z. Father, Son and Holy Ghoſt. 2. That Jeſus 
Chriſt is very God 328 well as very Man, and that the Perſon of Chriſt confidered as God 
and Man together, with his compleat keeping of Gods Holy Law without any Breachof 
it in his own Perſon, and his ſuffering the-ſeverity of Divine Juſtice in the room of Sin- 
ners is thereby the compleat andonly Saviour of all thoſe that truly Believe in him, and 
Repent of their Sins. 3. That the ſame Jeſus Chriſt which was Born of the Virgin Aſ- 
ry, being conceived of the Holy Ghoſt, and rhat dyed upon the Croſs, and after being 
Buried was Raiſed from the Dead, # alſo aſcended to the Right-hand of God in Heaven, 
there to appear in the Preſence of God, as an Aduvocate and Interceſſor for all them that come 
to God by him, and hes able to ſave them to the utmoſt. 4. Both Parties do believe that the 
Holy Scriptures are the Rule of Faith and PraQtice. 5- As concerning theChurch of God 
upon Earth, the Difſenters do agree with the Church of Erglazd in that deſcription gi- 
ven of Chriſts Viſible Church. See the Nineteenth Article of the Church of Enzlandin 
theſe very words: The V:ſible Church of Chriſt, is a Congregation of faithful men, in which 
the Word of Gods Preachea, and Sacraments be duly Ainiſtred accordiii 7 roChriſtsOrdinance, 
zn all thoſe things that of Neceſſuy are Requiſite to the ſame : So proteſs and confeſs the 
Diſlenters alſo. f 

3. Conſider the puniſhments provided by the aforeſaid Statute, to be inflicted upon 
the Offenders, v:z. five ſhillings for the firſt Offence, and ten ſhillings for the fecond of- 
fence, for being only in the capacity of a Hearer ; and Twenty Pounds for every houſe 
that ſhall entertain any ſach Conventicle, and Twenty Pounds for the firſt Offence of him 
that ſhall Teach or Preach in ſuch Meetings, and Forty Ponnds for every ſuch Offence 
afterthe firſt Conviction; and alſo Power in given to the Juſtices of Peace, to Levy the 
Fines of ſome perſons upon others, ſo far as Ten Pounds, and all theſe Fines to be levy- 
ea upon the Goods and Chattles of the Offenders. 

Andin the Proſecuting of 'many Perſons by the aforeſaid Statute, much more then 
the Sumis of Money Levyed have been taken away, and the Goods Sold without making 
of Return of the over-pluls, to the very great dammage of many good Proteſtant Fami- 
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Cxi9) 
And now whether ſuch Rroceedings bethe beſt way to ſurpreſs Popery and promote 
the Proteſtant Religion, ſhall be left to the ſerious conſideration of all forts of Prote= 
ſtants eſpecially to Proteſtant Magiſtrates, who oftentimes have opportunity to diſplay 
Tuſtice with Wiſdom and Mercy, which is far better then ſuch Severity as looketh too 
much like Cruelty. And therefore as a help to ſuch Magiltrates as are perplexed with 
Informers by the demand of Warrants to diſturb Peaceable Proteſtants in theirMcetings, 
and in the Seizure of their Goods af terward, let theſe following things be inquired into 
by ſuch Magiſtrates as deſire to diſcharge their Office faithfully in doing Juſtice between 
the King and the Subject. 

1, Whether all the People above the number of five bcſides the Family, are the Sub? 
jects of this Realm; for they are the Offenders in the ſenſe of this Statute, and not the 
Subjects of other Realms, and therefore the Informer ought to ſwear that thoſe he doth 
inform againſt, are Subjects of rhis Realm, 

2, Whether there was any endeavours to make or contrive any Infurreftions againſt 
the Government; for the very deſign of the aforeſaid Act was to prevent ſuch Meetings. 

3. Whether there was any ſeditious words ſpoken in the Prayers or Preaching of the 
Aſſembly of People, ſeeing this 2 co fuppreis Seditious Meetings. 

4. Whether the Praying and Pretching was according to the Licurgy and Practice of 
the Church of England, viz. whether the Prayers wereProteſtant Prayers,and thePreach- 
ing Proteltant Preaching, ſa as to promote the Proteſtant Religion,or ſome other Religi- 
on; if thelnformers ſhould ſay they were nor there long enough to know the truth of theſe 
things,then it will be evident that ſuch men are not fit to be ſ\wornEvidences againſt ſuch 
Meetings, forasmuch as their Oath doth not reach toſuch matters of FaCt as is mentio- - 
ned in the Statute. 

And theſe things oright to be the more narrowly looked into, becauſe thoſe that turn 
Informers are uſually ſuch as have {ome particular fpite againit ſome particular perſons, 
and ſo inſtead of doing Juſtice according to Law,do but ſeek after fomeReyenge for them- 
flves upon thePerſons of ſuch as they are offended 3t;orelfe it is done that they may have 
that wages mentioned in the Act, v-z. the third part of the Fines of ſuch perſons they 
ſyear againl(t, and ſo ſtrive to make themſelves rich by making others poor. 

And this is to be greatly lamenteJ1, that ſome Juſtices of the Peace have mightily fur- 
thered the Informers,by being too ready to receive theirInformations.and by Convicting 
Perſons of diversOffences,as they Called them. before ever the perſon knew of ſuch Con- 
viction;and ſo ſending divers Warrants of diſtreſs altogether, amounting to very confide- 
rable ſums of Money. A Hot-headedConſtable preſently becomes a Slave to the proudIn- 
formers,and ſo maketh a ſuddain Seizure upon the outwardSubitance of ſuch as fear God 
and love Godlineſs. And whereas the Juſtices may, if they will, lay but the Fine of Five 
Shillings upon a perſon for his firſt, or ten ſhillings for his ſecond Offence, they do ſome- 
times lay the ſumof ten pounds for the defaults of others, and ſo add many ten pounds 
together to the near Ruining of ſome perſons. And thus they that depart from evil maketh 
themſelves a Prey, but "the Lord will ſee and ſhow himſelf diſpleaſed at it. See Iaiah 59. 15. 


VII. Another way of diſtreſing and perplexing the Poor Proteſtant Diſſenters, is by the 
Proceedings of the Eccleſiaſtical Courts, the ways and- methods of whoſe Proceedings 
are as followeth: | | - 

1. The ſaid Eccleſiaſtical Courts do require the Church-Wardens and Miniſters to 
make Preſentment of ſuch perſons as do not com? to their Pariſh-Church, and unto the 
Sacrament. | 

2, Upon Receiving ſuch Preſentments., then the ſaid Courts do iſſue forth Citations for 
ſuch Perſons being Preſented to come and make anſwer to the {11d Preſen:ments. 

3. If the ſafd Citations be not ſerved upon the perſons who are Preſented, then the 
ſaid Courts cauſe a Paper called Yizs & Aodis to be {et upon the Church-Door, . or 
upon the Perſons own Door, requiring the Perſon to appear upon a certain day. 

4. If the Perſon do not appear, then the ſaid Court proceederh to Excommnnication 
for Contempt. | 

5- If the Perſon do appear, then the Court doth acquaint ſuch Perſon that he is 
Preſented for not coming to Church, and for not Receiving the Sacrament. 

6. If the Perſon do not make it appear that he hath been ac Church, and taken the 
Sacrament Within the time mentione&in the ſaid Prefzngment; then the Judze of p, 1 
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